
Elections were held at the 

monthly meeting on 6 Apr, 

and boy, they took a long 

time.  For the first time in 

many years, there were mul-

tiple candidates for multiple 

positions.  Congratulations 

to the following VFW Mem-

bers for being elected to 

leadership positions for the 

2023-2024 VFW Year.  They 

will assume these following 

positions on 18 Jun 23 at 

12:00 pm. 

Commander—Shane Fowler 

Sr. Vice Com.—Randy Car-

son 

Jr. Vice Com.—Christopher 

Alarcon 

QM—Robert Bates 

New Regime 

Upcoming Events 

May 1: BSA Troop Meeting 

May 3:  Cornhole Tourney 

May 4: Post Meeting 6:30 
joint/7:00 PM Membership 
meetings 

May 6:  National Day of 
Service 

May 8: BSA Troop Meeting 

May 10:  Cornhole Tourney 

May 15: BSA Troop Meet-
ing 

May 16:  Planning Session 
6:00 PM 

May 17:  Cornhole Tourney 

May 20: State VFW Riders 
Rally 

May 22: BSA Troop Meet-
ing 
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Chaplain—Ted Stoneburner 

3 yr Trustee—Robert Connor 

2 yr Trustee—Nate Rogowski 

1 yr Trustee—Hal Ayrton 

Other appointed officers will 

be announced at a later date.  

Congratulations, and best 

wishes on your term of ser-

vice to the Post. 

May 24:  Cornhole Tourney 

May 27:  Fair booth Cleanup 

May 29: BSA Troop Meeting 

May 30: Riders Group Meet-
ing 

May 31: Cornhole Tourney 
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Commander’s Corner 

Team, we have had another busy month.  Thank you to all that participated 

and helped the Post out.  It has been an honor serving as your Commander for 

the past almost two years.  I appreciate all of the help and assistance in ac-

complishing the many things this Post does every day.  As we move into the 

new year in June, I ask each of you to help the new chain of command, as they 

embark on their leadership journey.  Let’s close the year out on a high note 

and help get the Post to 100% membership.   

We have a couple of big events coming up in May, so if you can help out, 

please do.  Lastly, we always need help on Friday and Sunday Bingo, please 

come out and work just one day a month, and will help immensely. 

 

 

 

Larry Koons, Post Commander 
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April found VFW Post 3619 out in our community doing what we do! We continue to be present in our community, conduct 

VFW programs, fundraise, and partner with other non-profits. A big THANK YOU to those of you who “showed up” in the 

month of April! Our VFW cannot function without its members and volunteers to make it happen!  

In April our Membership elected Post Officers for the 2023-2024 VFW year. Congratulations to all! Please join us on May 4th at 

5:30 p for the Installation of Officers before the monthly meetings at 6:30o. 

Fundraisers help our post find funds to continue our mission. The Community Marketplace returned to the post in conjunction 

with the Riders 3 Meat and Side Cook-off, followed by Bike Nite. Friday Fish Fry’s finished strong on Good Friday. 

Members of our post joined the Greater Beauregard Chamber of  Commerce for 519’s Military Appreciation Day at the Derid-

der Ballpark. 

May is here, and that means its time for VFW 3619 to prepare for Memorial Day. I invite you to join us to remember those 

Veterans that came before us. We will start the day at the Deridder Courthouse with a Sunrise ceremony, then go to our Post 

to put out flags, and continue out to local cemeteries to place flags on Veterans graves. We plan to have a Post gathering until 

sundown when its time to retire the flags from the post and cemetaries. Please bring meat to burn on the grill, and a side dish 

to share. 

Our post cannot do what we do for our Veterans and community without funds. There were several fundraisers in the month 

of April to help support the post and our mission. We have several more fundraisers planned in the upcoming weeks. There is 

strength in numbers. When we band together, we make it happen. Simply show up, be present and take ownership.  

Ways to support YOUR VFW in the month of May: 

Attend the Joint/Membership/Auxiliary meetings. (Thursday 4/6 @ 6:30pm-Installation of 2023-2024 Officers @ 5:30p) 

Attend the Post Planning Session. (3rd Tuesday @ 6:30pm) 

Attend a Committee Meeting (Bingo, Building, Watermelon Festival, Fair, National Night Out) 

Volunteer or participate in a post event. (See the post calendar or social media for upcoming events) 

Volunteer to help Newstep Outreach on Truck Day (3rd Tuesday 11am @ Newstep Outreach) 

Volunteer in the community and report your Community Service. (Book located in the Canteen.) 

Participate with the Post for Memorial Day activities.  

 

 

Lori Bates 

Sr. Vice Commander   

337-404-6269  

srvicevfw3619@gmail.com 

Senior Vice Vision 

mailto:srvicevfw3619@gmail.com
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As April draws to a close and we look forward to May and another opportuni-

ty for an exciting Hurricane Season I am reminded of other opportunities 

that are available for all of us at Post 3619. Elections have been completed 

and soon the 23-24 year leadership will take the reins. If you have been 

elected into a position please be aware of the commitment you have made 

for the next year. If you don't intend to honor that commitment please step 

aside before it is official. This next year looks to be an opportunity to excel 

with our programs and service to Veterans and get things at the Post home 

back in order. As always it will take everyone participating when and where 

they can. I was told once by a very good friend there are people who support 

and there are blisters (they show up after the work is done). Don't be a blis-

ter. Get involved. Be the change you want to see. I am available at the Post 

most Monday and Tuesday evenings. Always available on chat. If it's a pri-

vate issue please keep it that way. Until next time...  

 

 

Robert Bates 

Post Quartermaster 

Quartermaster Que 
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PAO Connection 

In April our post continued to grow our 

reach in our community.  

 

Partnerships are a way for our post to make 

connections within our community. Our post 

has found partnerships with the Greater 

Beauregard Chamber of Commerce, and 

with New Step Outreach. 

 

Please continue sharing your participation 

in events and upcoming events to your 

friends and groups within the Facebook and 

Instagram communities. If you have promo-

tion or community event ideas please let 

me know. New opportunities help grow our 

reach! 

  

Lori Bates 

Public Affairs Officer 

Paovfw3619@gmail.com  

VFW 3619 HASHTAGS 

  
 
 

 

 

#vfw3619 

#vfw3619auxiliary 

#vfw3619riders 

#vfw3619postpride 

#vfw3619communitymarketplace 

#lapostpride 

#postpride 

#stillserving 

#vfw3619communitymarketplace 

#bingo 

#swla 

#deridder 

#beauregard 

#nonsmokingbingo 

#venue  

#communityservice 

 

What Facebook Pages or Groups Should I join? 

• VFW 3619 

• VFW 3619 Members & Auxiliary ONLY 

• VFW 3619 Community Marketplace 

• VFW Dept of Louisiana Dist 5 

• Louisiana VFW & AUX Members Only 

• Veterans of Foreign Wars VFW 

• VFW Magazine 

mailto:Paovfw3619@gmail.com
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May Flyer 
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#Post Pride Fundraisers 



Page 8 Volume 7, Issue 4, Apr 2023 

#Post Pride Riders BBQ Cookoff 



#Post Pride Riders BBQ Cookoff 
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Community Marketplace 



Community Marketplace 
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#Post Pride Americanism and Safety Banquet 



#Post Pride Americanism and Safety Banquet 
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#Post Pride Americanism and Safety Banquet 



#Post Pride Americanism and Safety Banquet 

Page 15 Volume 7, Issue 4,  Apr 2023 



Page 16 Volume 7, Issue 4, Apr 2023 

#Post Pride Americanism and Safety Banquet 



#Post Pride Americanism and Safety Banquet 
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#Post Pride Americanism and Safety Banquet 
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#Post Pride Americanism and Safety Banquet 



Commander:  Larry Koons 

Auxiliary President:  Sonja Lambert 

Post Secretary:  Mary Gibson 

337-463-3977 

 

 

LOOK FOR OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!  

https://www.facebook.com/VFW.Post3619/?epa=SEARCH_BOX  

AND WEBSITE 

http://vfw3619.org  

 

VFW Post 3619 

1115 Hwy 27 South 

DeRidder, LA 70634 

Points of Contact 

No One Does More For Veterans 

than the VFW! 

https://www.facebook.com/VFW.Post3619/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
http://vfw3619.org/

